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There was further improvement in the monsoon activity during the week ending July 16, with 29
of the 36 weather subdivisions receiving normal or above normal rainfall, compared with 25 in
the previous week (Map 1).  During the corresponding week of last year only 4 weather
subdivisions received normal or above normal rainfall.  The 78.3 mm of area-weighted rainfall
during the week was 15 percent above the long run average.  The only weather subdivision that
recorded three continuous weeks of below-normal rainfall is South Interior Karnataka (rice).

Cumulative rainfall from June 1 to July 16 was normal or above normal in 31 of the 36 weather
subdivisions, compared with 32 in the previous week and 14 during the corresponding period of
last year (Map 2).  Total area-weighted cumulative rainfall for the country is 8 percent above
normal at 341.1 mm.  Major weather subdivisions which received 20 percent or more below-
normal rains are North Interior Karnataka (sorghum), Kerala, and Chattisgarh (rice).  

Thanks to the excellent rains in catchment areas, the recharging of major irrigation dams has
begun.  The number of reservoirs reporting a below-usable water table has shrunk from 10 to 7. 
Paddy transplanting, which had lagged behind, has picked up and is now ahead of last year’s
level.  Soybean planted area is reported to be 1 million hectares above last year’s level, and is
likely to exceed 6.3 million hectares.  Area planted to most other crops is ahead of last year’s
drought-reduced levels. 
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